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SUBJECT: PATROL CRAFT FOR THE TUNISIAN NAVY 
EMBASSY ALSO FOR CHUSLOT 

1. TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR EL GOULLI CALLED ON ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ISA), ROBERT C. HILL, ON SEPT. 5, 

1973. DURING CONVERSATION, EL GOULLI EXPRESSED URGENT 
NEED FOR SMALL PATROL CRAFT TO PATROL COASTLINE, WATCH 
LIBYANS AND PROTECT FISHING AND OFF-SHORE DRILLING 
OPERATIONS. EL GOULLI TALKED IN TERMS OF 6-8 PATROL BOATS, 
BUT INDICATED SWIFT BOATS MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE. EL GOULLI 
IS AWARE THAT A-4 PURCHASE IS DEPENDENT ON AMOUNT OF FMS 
CREDIT AVAILABLE IN FY 74 AND FY 75 AND THAT DIFFICULTIES 
IN OBTAINING AUTHORIZATION FROM CONGRESS FOR FOREIGN 
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COMMITMENTS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE. AMBASSADOR WAS ALSO 
ADVISED THAT US DID NOT HAVE EXCESS PATROL BOATS, BUT 
THAT TUNISIAN REQUEST WOULD BE CAREFULLY REVIEWED. 

FYI: NEW PATROL BOATS (PG) ESTIMATED COST AT DOLLARS 6 TO 8 
MILLION EACH. END FYI. 

2. IT NOW APPEARS THAT TWO SWIFT BOATS COULD POSSIBLY 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO TUNISIAN NAVY ON SALES BASIS FOR 
DOLLARS 300 THOUSAND EACH. SUPPORT FOR TWO YEARS WOULD 
RUN COSTS HIGHER. CHARACTERISTICS OF SWIFT BOATS ARE 

DISPLACEMENT - 22.5 TONS 
DIMENSIONS - 50X13X3.5 FT. 

ENGINE - TWO GEARED GM DIESELS 
ARMAMENT - 1/81 MM MORTAR AND 2/50 CAL 

CREW - 1 OFFICER, 6 ENLISTED 

REQUEST YOU DETERMINE GOT INTEREST IN POSSIBLE PURCHASE 
OF TWO SWIFT BOATS. 

3. AMBASSADOR EL GOULLI HAS BEEN INFORMED OF US INTEN 
TIONS TO MAKE THE ABOVE OFFER THROUGH CHUSLOT. KISSINGER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIPS, NAVAL FORCES, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 93567 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: COL SKOGERBOE:PCS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS BLAKE 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973093/aaaaabpa.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <07-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PATROL CRAFT FOR THE TUNISIAN NAVY EMBASSY ALSO FOR CHUSLOT 
TAGS: MASS, TS 
To: TUNIS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




